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‘1Sh*ld ERM/AES designate s headquerters~ st.~ff person to coordinate
●nd menage resesrch, be.slth, ●d ●afety .ctl*tfties Sm the ?acific
●re8?

~ckground 9

During the nuclur te8tfng period h the ~c!.fit, tbe hhabitanta of
Sikfaf and Eoewetak were temporarily displaecd from these ●tolls to
●nsure tbet they vmld be ufe. In order to make these $s!ands
babi-ble ●gain sfter three Ueades, the Federal government hss

undertaken 8 Is.ig eIeanup snd rehabilitator, pmcesc ●t beth ●tolls.
The Department of Mfence 18 responsible for the cleen-op ●ctivities
uhfle tbe Department of Interior f. respormitle for rehabilitation
of the retutning ?iershallese. MUM fc reopo\8ible for ●dvising botb
●aenciem on matters concerning ●hort ●nd Ions tem radimtion ●afety
●$ptcts of rehabilitation ●nd eltinup. Rekabtlltation 16 undeway ●t
Bikini ●toll. As outlined below, it is not proceeding without eoD-
tinufng ●ttentfon by ERIM staff even th-gh this ●toll had less
tceting than Eoevetak. ?lanning ●nd ●obll$zetlon for the clmnup of
EneweMk ●toll *C undemay. #lucIeer tests left tuo islands, Smnit
●nd Engebio contaminated, ● source of continuing radiation concern.
@r uperimce from the Bikini rehabilftatton tadfcate8 thet eieny ef
the mdibtim probIems could have been mftigated %fae$entific ●nd
●urvelllance personnel were present to ●ddress these problem durimg
tbt clesnup phase. ERM presently be8 ● $3m ros@rch/sumeillancc
?rogram In the ?lerchall Islands ttmt is ●lready canplexmd mltifecetcd.
this progr- fmmee on six ●spects:
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Environ=ntal Cumcfllanco - Im ordor to ●ceso the ?otmtial
bacards to tho hoslth ●nd safety of the peoplo Of the lfara~~alls,
ERM conducts Ionn temmonltortn~ cf radloectfvity Sn ooils.
Wctors, ●nd blots-that wore ●xpmed

Medical Surveillance - Por 20 ywrs
eoncernod with Msrahallece who ●s ●

UtiC ●xpcsed to fallout.

during euclmr Ce@ting. ‘,

W% porsomnel ~vo been
reoult of nuclear toctln~

Reocttlement Rcoearch - fits iD ● recent ●ddition to the t?~
trogrma. It i. Sntended to provide ?uA ●nd othero with lapor-
Mnt lafomstion OD bow the returni~~ Merolmlleoe, both ●t
●lkini ●nd Enewetako ten livo cafe:y ●nd in harmony with ●

conten:nated ●nvironment.

ERM R*8e8rch Interectc - Tho nucl~.r tostfng progracm provided
●n Oppmtunlty to ●clentiflcally ●tudy the mchaniams of
tigrat;oa, trancfer uptake, ●nd remcval of long-lived radio-
muclid~ within these ●cosystems. Info-tion fro= ●uch
rasea:~h it transferable to constdemtlons of nuclur
facilities h ●fmi18r ●aWronment8.

lIon=Nu(lur Resonrch - ~r 22 y-rs ERM sndASC have oporated
tha Laboratory ●t Eneuotak. Tho recent threo volume publica-
tim (lTVO 62S-1. 1976) ●bwo thot mu:h good sciences was
●comp:iohad ●t nominal c-t, Approtiimtely ● thousand
Snwstj@to?s with other .upport parfomed studies of thio
●toll.

Resear’.h Vessel o An Amy Lending Cr~ft-Utility vesoel ~n
support of ERDA’s resurch programs in tlw Mroballo 10
boaed ●t Wajalein is funded by BE&.

4

[

I In the Spring of 197S X sstigned UVO tha task of coordinstins aur
&ctititie# in tho Mrshallo. A8.igned functiom Includo ● liaieon
with other ●cienti$tm ●nd ●genciea having =sponsibillties in thin
●rea, to review ●nd coament on tiev research propocalo ●nd publica-
tions ●nd to reccmend changes Sn direction ●nd levels of research
●ffortG. Wwcvor, these functions did not fnclude ●ither policy
or program decicions ~ich ● re ● Badqurtsro’ reopmoibility.
Ihlo •cti~ piano to combine these functio- for more ●fficient
operation.
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the shove ●lx activities ?*CC$W 4irection from ●t hut tbrec
llccdqurtcrs’ DiWOi On@. $ase ●f the ●ctlv$ttea include ptojtct.
Ust have been ad hoc, short-range 8fforts while othtrs :nclud*
long-tern. comiteent8. Xt 1. clear to ●e ●t thio time tl~~t Si~
bas ● low tern, broad cocczltment, which U;II l~pact on many facets
of th. live. of the $nlmbitanto of Bikini ●nd Znmetak, ●nd to 8
leaser extent ofothet ?acific ●tolls 8Q veil. $-e specific ●nd
10U term concemw ●re:

s Biological ●vailability of radienucltdea ttiroug% complex
“grid ~nferrelated marfne, terrestrial ●nd ●tmospheric
pethvo/s bywhleh ●toll radioactivity is transferred to men.

0 Long-tam surveillance of rodloectivc usstes vhieh resulted
from naclear $e8tfngaetSvitSe8 ●nd mwaro to be ●ntoubed
la thb ●toll craters of &nit.

o Medfczl .utweSllance of the people of &ngelap ●ul Uc;rik
=posed to tadiation from tbo Bravo atmospheric t$st of
19%.

mese eoncems clearly require ● ●trwpr COJPlSn8 betveenw office
●nd the field ?eme@rcb ●nd ●unreillance ●ct%-titiea in order that
the many ●nd d(verse ●ctivitie8 may be welded lmto ● coherent,
relevant ●nd mare respmtive overall pm~rss that will enable EFSA
to provide t$s!ly guidance to both DOD ●nd DOX durfn& the cl-n up
●nd ztiablltta:l= ●ctivitfem.

9Q2uk’ Determfne that lt S8 la the Ibest lntereat of ZRDA’0
pro;ram in the Pacific to provide ● ●c%ent%fic meneger for ●ll
AES ●ctititie8 %n the Pacific. fie acfentlfic meneger would
OCXWI●s Director of the Mid-?actfic Merine Mbsratory. M
would ●em. under direct supervision of the AES but vould be
●dmfnfatratfvely attached to the Nevsds Operatlona Office
8xtension on the Pacific ● rea (NW-PASO). The present coor-
●i-tor #ervea under th. #upe*sim of MVO.
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$9 compatible with tho ?eCtit ~U fiiloDOP~Y
the lab ●nd field report which mphamisem the

$mpurtance of retionol mnagement. Under this conce?i ●n,
●uthorftatlve, rosponstb]c full ti~ DffiCi81 wOuld be
coloccted Mth OUr ?aeific Support Moe which S6 close to
th ●cenm of meny eotaplex ?ac$fic ●ctlvltiec. Wadquarters

.. d~rectionvould be ●ddreamed to ● ●in~le m-gervho wsult!
h responsible for ●ttendfng to conflicto ●nd ●mbiguities
rather than bsvtng tha (as nou) ~ unresolved Ior having
resolution ●ttempted ●t tbo ffeld project level].

~:’ ~iD optfon would require one ●dditional Federal pos$tfon
● the CS 1S or 16 leval.

~’ Determine that it SS mot in the Sntsrest of ER,M’C
?regrams tn the ?acific to ●88fgn on. BesdquertersG personnel ●s
field cooidlestor ●nd rnmager of tbe A2s ●ctivities.

&r&: 910 action io required to iaplnent thfc option. Mo Federal
~os$tfon ~o rqufred.

~: ~ CW)tfftt#tfOti Ofan uncoordinated program vould not g4in
the WXimm ●fflcseacy of tie funfling.

~seussfon

I’his requested •ct~m is not ● recent devoloment ●s the ●nclosed letter
of 2/74 @hwa there have been three yeers of ●taff conmideratiom of
these ●spects by AM. AS tho position of Di:ector of XPI% ic vacant
●w, ●nd tho clcen-up ●ctiwlties of DOD cr. being fomulated, it 1s
toquoctod that this ●ction be oxper!ited ● tom ● possible.

.
In ●dditions there ● re ●ome ●dmini~trative ●dmntage$ ofa focumed
ERDA program in thfo ●rm ●s Slluctrated by wo Iausultc. In October,
197S@ ● 10V suit V*D filed On behlfof tho people of Bikini in the
?Offeral Di@ttict Cmrt inllamii ●gainst the Administrator of MUA
●nd othor U.S.A. officials ●a defendentm.

Itva@ ●llegcd that the Federal Covemment was responsible for
mumerous failures ●nd dsficfencies fn desllng with the people of
Bfk~n~. IQ Nwember, 1976. ●n ●ttoxney for tho people of Utirlk
tiled ●n sdminfst-tive claim vith the Administrator (and ●lso the
Wratav of Interior) for $100,000,000. Zbis vu ●llegedly due to

$ndividual ●nd cocmnunity damegem re~ulting frm nucl~r ●tmospheric
tosto.
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ltws, thete ●nd ether matters eonccm$ng our relotfonshfp vlth the

peaplc of the Mars%ll lslant6 ●revell &nobm Qnd ●re frequently ‘
reviewtd by the ?r~steeshlp co~ncil of the United &9tf0ns. Thu& ,0
there is the ●ubstmtfa] legal ●nd political significance to -r

pto~ra=c ●n6 ●ctions and ●trong jumt$ticat%on #or coordinmt~ng
theu ●t Ohe national policy Ievsl.

i

\

~lst sou ●pprove Option A for the ●stablishment of one Headquarters’
posftion”to coordinate ●nd manage heslth ●nd safety recaarch ●nd

sumeillance ●ctivitlem in the Pacific, )./

L-
hpprove

DfsapprovQ

nato
.

)kxt Steps

Wve AZS carry out this ●ssi~.nment by setting up ● desk
Che 1#’O-PASO office orvith tbo Unlveraity of Maaafl.

vlth ●ither

Concurrcneec

AM, Starbird Dete
Coocur
Nonconcur

9AW, Ta~ovych Beta Concur
Nonconcur

CC, b’ilderotLer Date Concur
Nonconcur

PI:R, Grablo Uate
Con:ur .—
Bionconcur .—
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